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Pittsburgh—Labor Secretary James P. Mitchell kneels to kiss the ring of Bishop John J. 

Wright at the entrance of St. Paul’s Cathedral. Pennsylvania Governor David L. Lawrence is 

seen at the Bishop’s right shoulder. Bishop Wright celebrated a special Labor Day mass in the 
evening. 








Suit Filed to Ban 
Giveaway to Jesuits 


An urban re-development program 
sponsored jointly by the city of St. 
Louis and the Federal government 
which would involve a giveaway of 
a substantial tract of public land at 
7 cents on the dollar to a Jesuit in- 
stitution, St. Louis University, was 
attacked in a lawsuit filed by three 
citizens. 

The petition charged that compe- 
titive bids for the land had been 
barred and that “by virtue of this, 
taxpayers are compelled to pay taxes 
for the support of sectarian and re- 
ligious schools.’’ The suit alleged that 
such action was in violation of both 
Federal and state constitutions. 

St. Louis University, for whose 
benefit, it is charged, the entire Mill 
Creek development was conceived, 
was quick to defend the deal. Father 
Paul C. Reinert, president, in a plea 
for the donation which would give his 
school large acreage in the heart of 
St. Louis, appealed to businessmen on 
the ground that the large new campus 
would “increase property values.” He 
also argued that the university ad- 
mitted students without any religious 
test. 


No Competitor Allowed 


Father Reinert’s contention that 
no competitive bidder for the area 
had ever appeared, brought a sharp 
reaction from Victor B. Harris, at- 
torney and secretary of St. Louis 
POAU: “It is true the university 
submitted the only bid. But they neg- 
lect to say that the university was 
the only institution permitted to sub- 
mit an offer. The redevelopment plan 
limits use of the 22 acres to ‘the ex- 
pansion of the campus of St. Louis 
University.’ ” 

Father Reinert’s contention that 
other churches besides his were ben- 
efiting in the redevelopment program 
was taken to be a reference to the 
sale of a small lot to Centenary 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Protest at 
The Grass Roots 


There is a new trend in the strug- 
gle to restore “captive schools” to 
public control. It is action at the 
grass roots. 

For many years Roman Catholic 
orders of garbed nuns—more than 
2000 of them—have been taking over 
teaching positions in tax-supported 
schools of 21 states. These persons 
are paid from public funds for teach- 
ing the dogma of their church along 
with the 3 R’s. The public school be- 
comes, in effect, a parochial operation. 

Non-Catholic parents of school 
children have frequently been driven 
out of the community by bigots or in- 
timidated by threats of boycott or 
ostracism. POAU’s program of legal 
aid has been a godsend in many sit- 
uations of this kind. With strong sup- 
port of the POAU legal department 
many captive schools were freed in 
New Mexico, Missouri and Colorado. 
The struggle continues in other states. 

Recently, however, we detect a 
new note in the protests against cap- 
tive schools. It is a note of righteous 
anger which rises directly from the 
grass roots. Concerned parents are 
calling on public officials to enforce 
the law and to end unconstitutional 
practices in the public schools their 
children must attend. 


March on Columbus 


The widely publicized “march on 
Columbus” staged by thirty parents 
of Protestant children in a captive 
school is described in a news story in 
this issue. The march brought a 
prompt investigation. While the local 
superintendent indicates that no 
changes will be made, we are not so 
sure about that as he seems to be. It 
is hard to keep sneering at a crowd 
of angry people. 

At Marietta, Ohio, this fall, the 
prosecuting attorney ruled that four 
newly imported Irish nuns who were 
set to teach in the Churchtown pub- 
lic school, could not be certified. He 
said that taxpayers were being re- 
quired to pay for a parochial school 
and that the whole arrangement must 
be terminated. The board saw the 
light and did terminate the arrange- 
ment. 

These incidents are heartening. 
They show that some citizens in Ohio 
have gumption enough to brave the 
threatened ban and boycott of Cath- 
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olic Action. They have told public 
officials that they don’t want their 
children to be taught the Roman 
Catholic religion in the only public 
school in their community. 

Captive schools have continued for 
many years in certain places because 
Protestants lived in fear. Now fear’s 
clammy hold is broken. Knowing that 
help is available, citizens are boldly 
speaking their mind and officials are 
listening and acting. 

Remedial action is springing from 
the grass roots. If this continues, all 
captive schools are doomed. They will 
be freed and restored to public con- 
trol. 


+ 


The Right to Change 


Freedom of religion must include 
the right to change one’s religion. The 
United Nations Charter of Human 
Rights quite properly insists on this. 
Many curtailments of religious free- 
dom stem from a denial of the right 
to change. 

We have just been in Colombia 
where Protestants desiring civil mar- 
riage are frequently delayed in ob- 
taining a license. (Protestant mar- 
riage has no legal effect in Colombia). 
Before a Protestant may be married 
in a civil ceremony he must “prove” 
that he is not a Catholic. This “proof” 
must be to the satisfaction of the lo- 
cal bishop, who is usually consulted 
in the matter. 

In Spain, Protestants desiring civil 
marriage have often been held up for 
years through the stubbornness of a 
cantankerous cleric. In Sweden there 
is an established church to which all 
the populace are supposed to belong. 
A man can merely state that he wants 
to withdraw, however, and this state- 
ment is accepted on the face. The 
wisdom of this is patent. When a man 
announces that he has changed his re- 
ligion, that should be the end of the 
matter. He knows what is in his own 
mind. No priest knows this. No gov- 
ernment official knows this. Neither 
should be the judge; the man himself 
should be the judge. 

Freedom of religion must include 
the right to change one’s religion. 





BULK RATE 


A monthly bundle of this paper is 
available to churches and other groups 
at a special rate. 

For information, write 

Circulation Desk, POAU 
1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 














Subsidizing 
The Subsidy 


When members of the city council 
of Jersey City decided on a giveaway 
of the city’s $40 million medical 
center to Seton Hall College, a Ro- 
man Catholic institution, they thought 
they were doing a handsome thing 
for their church. Now, six years later, 
they have begun to wonder about it. 
It never occurred to them at the time 
that, having given so much to the 
school, they would be continually 
badgered for more. So it has turned 
out. 

Because of a group known as the 
Jersey City Association for Separa- 
tion of Church and State and its de- 
termined opposition to the giveaway, 
a rental was to have been charged. 
Seton Hall paid nothing, however, and 
the Association brought a taxpayer’s 
suit to compel the school to pay up. 


New Demand 


Now there is a new development in 
the bizarre case. Seton Hall has hit 
the city for an additional $550,000 
to build some new laboratories! It is 
argued that the laboratories are 
needed for the medical school and 
that the city is obligated to provide 
them. As one city hall veteran ex- 
pressed it: “Those who have taken 
our coat have now come for our shirt 
also.” 


+ 
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@ The World Council of Churches, following a statement by Methodist 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, has decided to proceed next year with its 
proposal to conduct an “objective, factual study” of religious liberty problems 
and their solutions in Latin America. The Central Committee also voted to 
send a message to the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia assuring these 
Protestants “of our brotherly sympathy and prayers.” 


@ Revisions in the Italian Penal Code now in prospect indicate sub- 
stantial gains for religious freedom in that country. Proposed in the 
new code is a maximum penalty of six years in jail for an attempt to 
prevent anyone from professing a religious faith either in public 
or in private, or for an attempt to compel anyone to perform acts 
which violate his religion. The code would not apply in cases where 
public order or morality are involved. 


@ Unbending opposition by the Roman Catholic Church of Poland to the 
government’s birth control program has drawn the fire of Communist offi- 
cials. Because of the church’s position, the party’s weekly organ, Polityka, has 
charged that “women treat the possibility of an illegitimate pregnancy light- 
heartedly since they know that Catholic organizations will take care of any 
babies.” 


@ RNS reports that a group of Roman Catholic nuns known as 
Ladies of Betania, are soon to come to the United States to pursue 
their vocation of winning converts to Roman Catholicism from other 
faiths. They are permitted to wear secular dress and also to ride 
bicycles and smoke since these freedoms may facilitate their ap- 
proach to non-Catholics. 


@ Pope John XXIII has finally put an end to the “worker-priest” move- 
ment which had been sponsored by the French hierarchy. Priests were to hold 
full time jobs in industrial plants in order to identify themselves with the 
workers. The experiment was declared a failure when a number of the 
priests defected to Communism and others were married. 


@ One of the last acts of outgoing President Theodor Heuss of 
West Germany was to award Roman Catholic Archbishop Antoine 
Abed of Lebanon with his government’s Great Service Cross, with 
star, of the German Order of Merit. Dr. Heuss is a Protestant. The 
new President of West Germany is Heinrich Luebke, a Roman Cath- 
olic. Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor since Hitler’s regime, is a Roman 
Catholic, as was his predecessor. 


@ Three Greek citizens—Athanasius Doulis, 51, Xenophon Papadopoulos, 
19, and Nomicos Vrontos, 17, all Jehovah’s Witnesses, have been arrested 
by the Greek Government for “proselyting activities” among Greek Orthodox 
believers. They were among 100 fellow-believers on the island of Kalymnos, 
charged with house-to-house visiting and distributing literature. 


@ A veteran British Protestant missionary, Charles E. Pocock, 
has been banned from his mission at Nuela, Mozambique, Portuguese 
East Africa, by the Roman Catholic Governor General Correia de 
Barros, on the grounds that his evangelical work was “below the 
level of that demanded of missionaries.” Mission officials pointed 
out that the Portuguese authorities refused to grant visas to Protes- 
tant missionaries so that the Nuela mission was inadequately staffed. 


@ A British government committee appointed to examine local taxation 
rates has recommended that church schools in England, exempt from taxes 
since 1897, be allowed only a 50% exemption. Lengthy legislative discussions 
would be necessary to change the laws, however. English Catholics are al- 
ready set to receive some $61 millions under the new Education Bill for State 
subsidies toward the construction of parochial school buildings over the next 
10 or 15 years. 
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Clerical Censorship 
In Pennsylvania 


A clerical censorship bill drafted 
by Catholic Action has been driven 
through the Pennsylvania legislature 
by the personal representative of 
Cardinal O’Hara, Msgr. Martin Loh- 
muller. The bill provides for a movie 
censorship board of three members 
whose majority vote of two will exer- 
cise absolute dictatorship in regard to 
films in Pennsylvania. The bill was 
signed into law by Governor David 
L. Lawrence. 

The censors can bar any film which 
they consider “obscene” or they can 
bar its showing to persons under 17 
leaving the privilege of viewing ob- 
scenity to those over 17. 


TV “Later” 


The bill was sealed and delivered 
at a conference of Democratic politi- 
cians attended by Governor Lawrence. 
Fr. Lohmuller told the group what 
the Cardinal wanted. No representa- 
tive of any other church was present. 
When Fr. Lohmuller was asked why 
the church was not attempting to 
censor TV and printed materials as 
well as movies, he replied: “We will 
come to them later.” 

In a statement which the Harris- 
burg Patriot and Evening News re- 
fused to print as a paid ad, Glenn 
L. Archer said: “All decent people 
want to eliminate filth from the films, 
but they do not want to succumb to 
Roman Catholic clerical control in 
the process. There are, in fact, some 
excellent bills now before the legisla- 
ture which provide protection from 
lewd films with stiff penalties for 
violators. Such a bill should be passed 
—not one which would turn the 
citizens of Pennsylvania over to cler- 
ical censorship.” 





Richard M. Nixon 
Explains to the Russians 


“Let us now turn to freedom of 
religion. Under our constitution 
no church or religion can be sup- 
ported by the state. An American 
can either worship in the church 
of his choice or choose to go to 
no church at all in freedom. Act- 
ing with this complete freedom 
of choice, 103,000,000 of our 
citizens are members of 308,000 
American churches.” 














Subsidies Proposed 
For Foreign Missions 


The disposal of billions of dollars worth of surplus government property 
—buildings and equipment—would be extended to private non-profit organ- 
izations, including church-sponsored projects and institutions at home and 
abroad, if bills now before Congress should become law. 


In some instances, the proposed 
legislation requires the recipient or- 
ganization to pay a token charge for 
handling. The transfer of vast 
amounts of government property to 
religious organizations raises serious 
questions concerning the principle of 
church-state separation. 


Under existing law, foreign excess 
property of the U. S. Government, 
having no commercial value, has been 
donated for several years. The total 
value of surplus government property 
and equipment donated abroad an- 
nually has ranged from $1.3 million 
in fiscal year 1957, to $4.8 million 
projected for 1959. 


Burgeoning Benefits 


The new legislation removes the 
“of no commercial value, etc.” limits 
on the donation of excess property 
abroad. Restrictions are also lifted on 
property to be donated domestically. 

Thus, the new bills would open a 
vast giveaway, primarily to Ameri- 
can private organizations. Church 
groups would get the lion’s share. 
Annual donations could be made do- 
mestically of surplus items with an 
acquisition cost of about $1.1 billion, 
and somewhat less than that amount 
in foreign areas. 

By dollar value the bulk of the 
surplus potentially donable are: elec- 
trical and electronic equipment, fol- 
lowed in value by vehicles and parts, 
construction equipment and parts, 
production equipment (machine tools, 
etc.) materials handling equipment, 
clothing and textiles, and office equip- 
ment and furniture, in that order. 

Jeeps, typewriters, portable elec- 
tric generators and radio and tele- 
phone apparatus will come in handy, 
to be sure. What may be considered 
one of the many large “prize” don- 
able gifts of American taxpayers to 
certain religious groups operating 
abroad, is a $5.7 million Air Force 
hospital at Evereaux, in Normandy, 
France. This fully-equipped hospital 
completed in 1958, has never had a 
patient. 

“This hospital . . . (has) all the 
equipment for 1,000 beds, operating 
equipment, X-ray equipment, bar- 
racks . . . constructed for nurses 
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(and for) enlisted personnel .. . (but) 
the whole area is growing up in 
weeds,” according to Congressman 
Melvin R. Laird, who accidentally 
discovered the site last Spring. It has 
not yet been declared surplus. 

A series of hearings in Congress in- 
dicated that one religious institution, 
the Roman Catholic Church, expects 
to receive the lion’s share of the dona- 
tions. No Protestant or Jewish agency 
was represented. 


The Knight Commander 


At the House hearing, Majority 
Leader John W. McCormack*, 
Knight Commander of St. Gregory 
the Great (a “civil and military” 
order of the Vatican), member of the 
Order of Malta, First Class, recipient 
of Peace Medal of the Third Order of 
St. Francis, Commander Legion of 
Honor Republic of Philippines, Com- 
mander Order of Sanchez Duarte y 
Mella of the Dominican Republic, 
Grand Officer of Order of Al Merito 
Della Republica of Italia, member 
Knights of Columbus, presided as 
chairman. Others pressing for the 
legislation were Roman Catholic Rep. 
John S. Monagan (D. Conn.); Ro- 
man Catholic Rep. John E. Fogarty 
(D. R.I.), a graduate of La Salle 
Academy and Providence College 
(run by Dominican Fathers) ; Assis- 
tant Secretary of Defense Edward P. 
McGuire, Knight of Malta and 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre; and 
Father Frederick A. McGuire, C.M. 
executive secretary, Mission Secretar- 
iat, National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference. 

Lone non-Catholic on the sub- 
committee was Rep. Robert Barry 
(R. N.Y.) 

The bill now being pushed is H. R. 
8398 by Rep. Monagan. It is before 
the full committee on Government 
Operations headed by William L. 
Dawson (D. Iil.) 

In a statement to the House sub- 
committee, the State Department 
listed some of the political and econ- 
omic problems which can be expected 
if the foreign missionary donation 
program should be drastically stepped 


up: 





“The attitude of the governments 
of the host countries: 

“Potential opposition by commer- 
cial interests: 

“Possible rivalry between organ- 
izations presumptively qualified as 
donees.” 


* POAU is, as a rule, at the opposite 
pole from Rep. McCormack on prin- 
ciples of legislation. We must acknowl- 
edge, however, that he runs one of the 
most courteous, friendly and helpful 
offices on capitol hill. 

—Ed. note 
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Church Distillery 
Sues for Taxes 


Back on the docket at the Federal 
court in San Francisco went the suit 
of the Christian Brothers, the Ro- 
man Catholic order which specializes 
in the manufacture of fine wines and 
brandies. Trial was expected in No- 
vember or December. It was reported 
that negotiations between the gov- 
ernment and the Brothers had broken 
down when the government spunkily 
insisted that the Brothers pay up all 
their back taxes and penalties as well. 

Back in 1956 POAU publicized the 
fact that the Brothers were not pay- 
ing the Federal tax on their “unre- 
lated business income” because they 
contended that their distilleries and 
wineries were ‘“‘an integral part of the 
Roman Catholic Church.” In the 
flurry of “bad publicity” which fol- 
lowed, the Brothers paid up their 
taxes (only part of what was due, the 
government charges) and then quietly 
filed suit to get the money back. 


Not Priests 


The government opposed the re- 
fund not on the ground that a dis- 
tillery should not be considered a 
church, but on the ground, rather, 
that the Christian Brothers are not 
priests and cannot perform sacerdotal 
functions. Theoretically, the Brothers 
could deed their liquor interests over 
to the Jesuits or Franciscans and 
continue to evade these taxes. (Both 
Jesuit and Franciscan orders are 
composed of ordained priests em- 
powered to perform sacerdotal func- 
tions). 

The Christian Brothers have made 
every effort to keep their tax exemp- 
tion since this gave them a substantial 
advantage over commercial competi- 
tors who had to pay all taxes. Now 
they are to have their day in court. 
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The Law 
in Action 











Six Ohio State Senators and Rep- 
resentatives were billed for $13 each 
to pay the costs of the National Guard 
airplane they preémpted last June to 
fly 260 miles in order to vote in a 
Knights of Columbus election. Noth- 
ing was said about the fact that the 
six, including the Senate’s clerk, ab- 
sented themselves from the legisla- 
ture’s voting session in order to vote 
in the K. of C. elections. 

* * * 


A Baptist lay preacher, Fulton H. 
Baker, 54, was released on bond from 
a Cleveland, Ohio, jail after he had 
been arrested for violating a “side- 
walk ordinance” against preaching 
the gospel in front of the Terminal 
Tower on the public square. 

* * * 


Bible reading in Dade County, Fla. 
schools is headed for a court test on 
its constitutionality. A suit filed in 
Miami questions a wide range of re- 
ligious practices allegedly carried on 
in public school classrooms. 

* * * 


Mayor Albert Bernier of Water- 
ville, Me. has chosen to stand squarely 
behind the recent ruling of the Su- 
preme Court of his state that trans- 
portation to private schools at public 
expense is illegal. While certain city 
executives defied the courts in an at- 


tempt to appeal to “the Catholic vote” 
Mayor Bernier chose to uphold law 
and order. 

* * * 


According to a survey of public 
school superintendents in Iowa, three- 
fourths of those replying believe that 
religion may be taught in public 
schools if it is presented without a 
sectarian viewpoint. 

* 4.6 

In their annual propaganda blasts 
for public funds the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Pittsburgh declared that 
its parochial schools had “saved”’ the 
taxpayers $49,395,000 per year, and 
the St. Paul Diocese announced that 
it had “saved” taxpayers of Minne- 
sota $37,510,751. 

i+. 

President Eisenhower signed the 
“Old” St. Joseph’s bill, providing 
funds for the demolition of buildings 
around the church and landscaping 
and enhancement of the church site 
and upkeep of grounds. St. Joseph’s, 
a Roman Catholic structure dating 
from the 19th century, has been des- 
ignated a “national shrine.” The legis- 
lation was opposed by POAU on the 
ground that it was not the purpose of 
national parks legislation or urban 
renewal legislation to develop and 
enhance churches. 

* * * 

Legislation to provide for inclu- 
sion of parochial school pupils in the 
count for state subsidy purposes has 
been proposed in the Pennsylvania 
Assembly. Observers noted that in 
other states inclusion of such pupils 
in the count had promptly been fol- 


lowed by pleas to include their schools 
in the subsidy distribution. 
*x* * * 


Roman Catholic parents of chil- 
dren attending Maine Central Insti- 
tute, a private school in Pittsfield, 
Me., have urged school authorities to 
abolish compulsory chapel services. 
In view of the announcement of Prin- 
cipal Edward R. Stanley that his 
school receives no public funds and 
is entirely private in character, POAU 
has advised Catholic parents to send 
their children to public schools if they 
feel that their religious rights are 
being violated in this private institu- 
tion. 

* * * 

Union Theological Seminary, a 
Presbyterian institution in Richmond, 
Va., has applied to the F.C.C. for a 
license to enter the field of commercial 
broadcasting. The seminary now oper- 
ates a non-commercial educational 
station WRPK. No announcement 
was made as to anticipated changes 
in the station’s tax status. 

* * & 


The four bills introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to ex- 
pand the Government’s program of 
giving away surplus property to reli- 
gious and charitable organizations, 
were not acted upon at the end of the 
first session of the 86th Congress. 
These were by Congressmen James 
Fulton (Pa.), H. Allen Smith (Calif.), 
Edgar Hiestand (Calif.), and George 
McGovern (S.D.). These bills are of 
similar intent to the Monagan bill de- 
scribed in this issue. 


(More on page 8) 





War Claims Grow 


Castelgandolfo, the Pope’s summer 
palace, was subject of charges and 
countercharges when the U.S. Con- 
gress in 1956 voted $964,199 for its 
refurbishing, on the plea of a “war 
damage” claim. President Eisenhower 
signed the bill which was passed by 
Congress on a voice vote. 

Church war claims still mount. The 
Philippines continue to be a prime 
area. A bill providing $1,165,000 in 
new claims there (most of them Prot- 
estant) has been stymied in the House 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce. About $30 million has 
already been paid out of frozen en- 
emy assets to churches in the Philip- 
pines. Eighty percent of the sum has 
gone to the Roman Catholic Church. 
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A Garden in Castelgandolfo 





Clergy Training 
Receives Subsidy 


Expense of training clergy in theo- 
logical seminaries is being assumed, 
in part, by the Federal government 
under Title IV of the 1958 National 
Defense Act: First there were grants 
of three graduate fellowships in Bibli- 
cal studies to Emory University, a 
Methodist institution; then a fellow- 
ship in comparative religion to Brown 
University, a nominally Baptist 
school. Now five fellowships are being 
granted to Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York City, an institution 
whose sole function is to train clergy- 
men for the teaching or preaching 
ministry. 

The fields of study listed by Union 
are significant: Biblical theology, 
practical theology, religious educa- 
tion, homiletics and religion and psy- 
chiatry. 


Catholics Are Circumspect 


Graduate fellowships have gone to 
Roman Catholic institutions as well 
—to Catholic University, George- 
town University, Loyola (Chicago) 
and Notre Dame. The studies in- 
volved have been conspicuously non- 
theological, however. They include 
such fields as statistics and probabil- 
ity theory, Russian area studies, psy- 
chology and English. Precedent for 
Federal subsidies of theological stud- 
ies is being established exclusively by 
Protestant and Hebrew institutions, 
to date. 

The Defense Education Act which 
provides for the fellowships and sup- 
porting grants to the institutions, 
makes no limitation as to fields of 
study and does not eliminate theolog- 
ical seminaries. The U.S. Office of 
Education declares that it is up to 
Congress to amend the legislation 
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along such lines if it desires. Mean- 
while the constitutionality of Federal 
grants to theological seminaries for 
the training of clergymen remains in 
question. 


Nail on the Head 


In a statement issued when the 
Union Seminary fellowships were an- 
nounced, Glenn L. Archer said: 
“Since the institutions involved (in 
the theological grants) have been 
Protestant to this point, we can anti- 
cipate complaints that Roman Catho- 
lic priests are being ‘discriminated 
against’ in the awards, a justifiable 
plaint, it would appear. Then, in order 
to demonstrate that there is no dis- 
crimination, we shall have a rash of 
fellowships for graduate studies of 
Catholic priests.” 

Less than a month after Archer’s 
statement the predicted Roman Cath- 
olic complaints began to pour in. In 
its September 5 issue Ave Maria said: 
‘“‘We would be very hesitant to accuse 
the directors of this Federal scholar- 
ship program of discrimination against 
Catholics. But the question does re- 
main, where are the Catholics in the 
list of those receiving Federal aid for 
religious studies?” 
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Catholic Trade School 
Gets Public-paid Teachers 


A $1,250,000 one-story brick build- 
ing, to be called the St. Joseph’s 
Trade School for Boys, is being com- 
pleted at Mt. Loretto on Staten Is- 
land, New York City, by the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of New York. 
It is a project for the development 
of skills by 225 city boys from broken 
homes. 

The Right Rev. Msgr. Robert 
Brown, director, states that the shops 
and vocational programs will be 
mostly staffed by teachers employed 
by the New York City Board of 
Education. 

Part of the school will be known 
as Public School 612 and will be 
staffed by the public school teachers. 
The rest, an outright parochial school, 
will be staffed by the Brothers of St. 
Francis Xavier. 


Patrick Fitzmaurice, a city school 
administrator, will head the faculty 
of 15 Board of Education personnel. 
Last year there were only eight city 
teachers. A similar trade school for 
girls, P.S. 611, is already in operation. 
It, too, is jointly run by the Roman 





Catholic Archdiocese of New York 

and the city’s Board of Education. 
Neither Msgr. Brown nor Mr. Fitz- 

maurice anticipated any legal or 


constitutional difficulties in the 
church-state partnership envisaged 
in the operation of Mt. Loretto. It is 
reported that most of the school’s 
financial support is to come from the 
taxpayers of New York City. 


+ 


Common Sense 


Executive Committee Resolution 
Montana School Boards Association 


“WHEREAS, the Congress of the 
United States has . . . passed an Act 
approved by the President, allocating 
Federal funds to public and parochial 
schools, which act is known as the 
National Defense Education Act; and 

“WHEREAS, Title Four of this 
Act provides for direct subsidies of 
Federal tax moneys to church-related 
schools organized for the primary 
purpose of teaching religion; and 

“WHEREAS, it is the considered 
opinion of this Committee that such 
subsidies to church-related schools 
are contrary to the Constitution of 
the State of Montana, and contrary 
to the Federal Constitution; 

“NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Montana School Boards 
Association, in regular meeting as- 
sembled, that the members of the 
Congress from Montana be requested 
to immediately seek to amend the 
said National Defense Education Act 
to provide that all aid to schools un- 
der said Act shall go only to the free, 
tax-supported public schools. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that copies of this Resolution shall be 
sent to the Representatives and Sen- 
ators (from) Montana in the Con- 
gress of the United States, and to all 
State School Boards Association.” 
—from The Trustee, Sept., 1959, bi- 


monthly journal of the Montana School 
Boards Assn., Inc., Livingston, Mont. 





Quote of the Month 


“The Church is not dedicated, as some 
of her enemies have so vehemently 
claimed, to the suppression of the truth 
for the purpose of gaining absolute con- 
trol over the minds of men. Guiding and 
sanctifying, the Church seeks only to 
protect the Christian, mature in the 
faith and grace of Christ. . . “ 

—Archbishop Edwin V. Byrne of 
Santa Fe 











CHURCH AND STATE 





OHIO IN REVOLT 





Angry Parents 
March on Capital 


An angry army of Protestant par- 
ents, 30 in number, recently marched 
on the state Board of Education in 
Columbus, Ohio, to protest Roman 
Catholic teaching that is being forced 
on their children in a public school 
which has been captured by that 
church at Kalida. Next day, on ad- 
vice of Council of Churches officials, 
the parents called POAU for help. 
The day following the call POAU at- 
torney, Col. Edward P. Felker, jour- 
neyed to Kalida to meet with the 
group. 

Col. Felker commented on the fact 
that many of the school practices 
protested by the Kalida parents were 
identical with those depicted in a new 
POAU film, “Captured,” which deals 
with problems of captive schools. 


“Nervous Wrecks” 


“Our children are nervous wrecks 
and so are we,” was the comment of 
Mrs. Byron Sybert, one of the Pro- 
testant parents. She charged that the 
Kalida school “is being run as a 
parochial school.” 

Others charged that the 32 Protes- 
tant children enrolled in the school 
totaling 382, were being given instruc- 
tion in the Roman Catholic faith by 
the nuns who serve as teachers in 
the schools. They asserted that their 
children were afraid not to comply 
with their teachers’ instruction to 
participate in Roman Catholic reli- 
gious exercises. Still others declared 
that textbooks were used which pre- 
sented peculiar Roman Catholic in- 
terpretations of geography and his- 
tory. 

Supt. John Phillips of the Kalida 
school district and the all-Catholic 
school board was not too excited 
about the protests. Said Phillips: 
“Only a few (Protestant parents) are 
causing trouble because they like to 
be heard.” 

Board member Wayne Shaffer said 
the likely cause of the trouble was 
the fact that whereas in other years 
the Protestant children had _ been 
housed in separate classrooms, this 
year all the children had been placed 
together. 

The 11 teaching nuns of the school 
known as St. Michael’s, all paid from 
public funds, are members of the 
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Sisters of Divine Providence of Cov- 
ington, Ky. An attorney general of 
Ohio has ruled that it is legal to en- 
gage nuns as teachers in the public 
schools and that they may wear their 
habits while on duty. 


+ 





PLAN EARLY 


Booking dates for “CAP- 
TURED,” the new POAU 
movie on captive schools, are 
now being accepted for the win- 
ter months. 


Perfect program feature for 
your church or group. 


Free literature for the audi- 
ence. 


Black and white, 16 mm., 
sound track, 35 minutes long. 


Write for further information 


POAU 


1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 











Jesuit Giveaway 


(Continued from page 1) 


Methodist Church for parking pur- 
poses. Rev. J. Edwin Hewlett, presi- 
dent of St. Louis POAU pointed out 
that this plot had been purchased by 
the church for $3.75 per square foot 
whereas the prevailing price was 
$3.20. The price to St. Louis Univer- 
sity has been set at 55c per square 
foot. 


Suit Is Defended 


Prompt defense of the suit came 
from the Public Funds for Public 
Uses Committee of St. Louis. The 
group pointed out that St. Louis 
University is an agency of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and in no sense 
a public institution. Use of the land 
for a branch of the University of 
Missouri was urged by Mr. Harris 
ii. an address to a POAU meeting. 
“University officials have said many 
times in the past that they would like 
to establish a branch in St. Louis,” 
he said. If the school really did want 
to come in, they could never find a 
better spot than Mill Creek Valley, 
nor could they find land cheaper than 
55c a square foot.” 


Parochial School 
Loses Tax Support 


The Watertown School District of 
Washington county, Ohio, has be- 
come the fifth such public school dis- 
trict in that State to be without a 
public school. 

This resulted when the Steubenville 
Roman Catholic Diocese officially 
took over the Churchtown Elemen- 
tary School (Review, October, 1959) 
this fall, renaming it St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Parochial School. 
The Watertown “captive school” had 
been the object of a POAU investi- 
gation. 

Just prior to the opening of the 
Fall school term, Washington coun- 
ty’s prosecutor, Randall Metcalf, 
forced the hand of the diocese which 
had been leasing the school to the 
District for $250 per month, Four 
garbed nuns were teaching the more 
than 100 pupils in this ostensibly pub- 
lic school. 

In challenging this set-up, Metcalf 
charged that “not only is this school 
district under the complete control 
and domination of a religious sect, 
but its operation is intentionally and 
deliberately to provide religious in- 
struction.” 

He recommended that the school 
board not renew the teaching con- 
tracts with the nuns. The only way 
open for the Roman Catholic diocesan 
authorities to continue having the 
nuns teach was to acknowledge that 
the school is actually sectarian and 
parochial and, as such, not entitled 
to public funds. 

The public education issue, dumped 
in the laps of quiescent citizens, re- 
mains unsolved. 

As the Rev. L. Wilson Kilgore, pas- 
tor of the Lakewood (O.) Presbyte- 
rian church, points out: 


“Today we have a Roman Catholic 
school operating as such. Before it 
was a Roman Catholic school oper- 
ating under the guise of a public 
school. Now another issue is at stake 
here. Public funds should be available 
to small communities who can’t share 
the burdens of operating public school 
systems.” 

Citizens of Washington county 
have learned that accepting school 
offers from clerics in order to ‘save 
on taxes,’ will not solve the school 
problem. 





Lowell Reports on Colombia 


“After a visit of almost three weeks 
in Colombia I am convinced that 
minority religious groups there are 
not making their full impact felt 
through the country’s democratic in- 
stitutions . . . They are suffering op- 
pression from which they have the 
power to deliver themselves.” So com- 
mented POAU’s associate director, 
C. Stanley Lowell, on his return from 
a September visit to Colombia during 
which he had conversations with 
prominent Protestant and Roman 
Catholic leaders. 

Lowell climaxed his conversations 
with Protestant officials at their Con- 
ference on Evangelical Communica- 
tions in Cali, and his meetings with 
Catholic officials in an hour’s inter- 
view with the nation’s primate, Arch- 
bishop Luis Concha. 

In a communication addressed to 
the Protestant leaders of Colombia, 
Lowell recommended a “Colombian 
POAU.” This would be a non-creedal 
association of all groups—Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish—who seek com- 
plete religious freedom in Colombia. 
Function of the group would be (1) 
to explore the best techniques for 
seeking redress in cases of anti-Pro- 
testant violence, and best approaches 
to the matter of relief from anti- 
Protestant measures adopted during 
the Rojas dictatorship. Also (2) to 
develop and sharpen public relations 
techniques in order to obtain publicity 
regarding anti-Protestant outbreaks 
and in order to win public support for 
the drive for full religious freedom. 

“One man or one group is easily 
pushed around,” Lowell said, “but 
a score of groups involving many in- 
dividuals are a different matter. The 





C. Stanley Lowell 


Evangelicals ought to make their full 
weight felt in the democratic proc- 
esses of Colombia and a group of this 
kind might be their best means of 
doing it. They have made splendid 
strides in their long struggle for free- 
dom. If they can now mount a fully 
united effort with the support of in- 
formed public opinion, they will un- 
doubtedly break their remaining 
shackles and attain full freedom of 
worship and of witness.” 
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title. 
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Law 


(Continued from page 5) 

A bill to make it legal for churches, 
fraternal and veterans groups to con- 
duct one game of beano a week in 
the State of Massachusetts, has been 
defeated in the State Legislature. The 
vote was 102 to 97, despite the ap- 
peal of proponents that its legalization 
would net the State $7 million a year 
in taxes. The bill was opposed by the 
Mass. Council of Churches, a Prot- 
estant group. 

x * * 


In Austin, Minn., the local board 
of education has reversed a previous 
ban and now permits Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses to use the High School swim- 
ming pool for baptisms. In Huron, 
5.D., the city commissioners reversed 
a previous stand and decided to issue 
a building permit to a Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses group for the construction of 
a house of worship in a residential 
district. 

+ 


POAU Board Meets 


The Religious Liberty Center, an 
artist’s proposal for a new National 
Headquarters Building, came in for 
lively discussion at the Semi-Annual 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
Thursday, September 17, 1959. 

Interest hit a peak when Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison and Dr. 
John Thompson, veteran trustees, 
pledged substantial contributions to 
start the campaign for funds to erect 
a worthy memorial to the stalwart 
defenders of Religious Liberty, past 
and present. 

President Newton called attention 
to inadequacy of present headquarters 
and appointed Admiral Harold C. 
Fitz, chairman, Dr. Thedore Palm- 
quist, and Dr. Charl Ormond Wil- 
liams as a building committee to study 
plans, locations, resources, and con- 
sult the membership. The committee 
will report to the National Advisors 
meeting in February at Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, declared President New- 
ton. 

The Board of Trustees heard re- 
ports from state leaders, reviewed 
plans for the Twelfth National Con- 
ference in Boston, February 8 and 9, 
deliberated upon policy matters, and 
received with approval reports from 
committees and staff members. 

Dr. Herbert S. Southgate was 
elected to the Board of Trustees and 
to the Executive Committee. 
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